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Roman Catholicks among 1s 
"IS (auch of them, I mean, as have 
| never been out of our Iſland) 
Ton may not yet be acquainted with a 
thouſandth Part of the Miracles, or a thou- 
fandth Part of the Devotions, practisd in 
their own Religion. 9 8 ; 


Perhaps they know not, that in all the Ca- 
tholick Countries upon the Continent, (and par- 


ticularly in Italy, the Fountain Head of their 


Religion) God the Father is generally wor- 


ſhip'd rather more than God the Holy Ghoſt; 


God the Son, confiderably more than God the 


Father; and the Bleſſed Virgin much more | 


Zhan all three put together. 


Perhaps they know not as yet, that in 2 8 


eral particular Cities, Towns, and Villages. 


3 the 
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Have lng A pected, that the 
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the Saint of the Place is the favourite Object 


| of the Devotion of the Inhabitants ; and 


that a indifferent ſha Piece of Tim- 
ber, 2 gat led; in 2 
ſhall be — hy all ! the Neighbourhood, 
in another. 35 
0 CT CT 

Perhaps they * not, 4. in one Plate, 
a Vial of Blood; in another, a few Drops of 
Milk; in a third, a Pap-diſh ; and in a 
fourth, the Jaw-bone; (poſſibly of ſome Crimi- 
nal) can inflame the Minds of Multitudes, with 
as much Zeal, and as great Ardency of De. 
votion; — as the Relicks. of St. Thomas à 
Becket, or the e * St. Winifred's Well, 
does bere. - 728 


Were is a LES aſtoniſhing N unber of 175 
venerated Things Abroad, which our beſt Ca- 
tholicks here have ſcarce ever heard of; or, at 


leaſt, are but very imperfectiy acquainted with 


Their particular Hiſtories, Of this Number, 
t may be, is the OLD SHEET at Turin; 
the Hi ifory of which has never been publiſb d 
in our Language, that I know of ; and whith 
T1 have therefore endeavour'd to tranſiate, with 
all the Fidelity and Exatineſs which ſo uſe- 
ful a Work deſerves. The Original Italian 
Hiſtory was re-publiſhyd, about twenty Years 
ago, at Turin; collected, as the. Title Page 


Joe, from grave Aathars ; and licenſed 15 
Pe 
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FEINE FIAIC EHI „ 
the Vicar General of the Ho Offer Rm ka 
gu ation, the King's Advocate, &. N 


I K leave to 4 this, the Fi = ts 
of my Labours, to all Abe Catholicks i Great 


Britain and Ireland, for whofe Uje T undertook 


the Work ; not v1 hout i Hopes, that it 


may ſtir up Zeal, even in the Lukewarm; and 


Help toward unſealing 1 the Eyes. of- the Ignorant. 


FVI. find this ſhould produce any Share of 


the good Effects I heartily wiſh from it; there 
are many; alben 'Hiftortes ↄf equal Authority, 
and equal Importance, which 1 ſball proceed 


from time to tim? (as my Health, = the 


Intenſeneſs of the Labour may permit) to give 
to all good Catholicks. _ T think it the more 


nereſſary al preſtut, becusße their Religion 


ſeems aaily to gain 8 and to ſpread wider 


and wider in this Iſand. The reading of this 
Hiſtory I would therefore beg more particu- 


larly to recommend to all the new Converts 
among us; as they in particular, have probably 
not yet heard of all theſe Things. 


That 2 Religi on ſo amiable, fo becoming the 
gnity f Human Nature, „0 adapted to all 
1 Rules of Reaſon and Virtue, may continue 
to extend its Bounds among us; ſo far forth as 
it does well and truly correſtond with the ſaid 
Dignity of Human Nature, and the Rules of 
0 right 
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Gentlemen and Ladies, 
| Your real Friend 
And Hearty Well-wiſher, 
RoBzRTus FiTz-PATRICK, 
THE 
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| Sacred Hiſtory. 
22 0 "OF THE me 


Moſt HOLY. LINEN, 
2.2] | Wherein the BODY of 


 Chrift our Lord was wra 5 4d. 


27755 HIS nod HolytSunovis, o or 


25 Linen Covering, (as may be 
85 gather'd from the venerable 
#F Bede, from a Tradition in 
| Savoy, | and from the Au- 
< thority of learned Men,) is 
wel St; John calls a Napkin ; which, he 
writes, that Peter, entering the Se pulchre 
found, lying ſeparate and roll'd-up by we, 


in its proper Place, without. — other 


Cloths: For the Body of our Lord was 


firſt wrapt up in, and cover'd over wilh a 


args Pies of Linen Cloth, which inclos d 
FE {71 - | the 
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Parti 6 or - Divifi jon t Hetein and” alſo fold- 


ed down upon the Head or Holy Crown; . 
but over this, acbording to the Mew 


Cuſtom, there were wr Coverings or 


Gold T9 n Cloth, wall d. in the 
e and, in the” Hiſtory of 
—_— Inſite; 4.4: large Wrappers. Of 
this, beſides the Evangeliſts, St. Auguſtine 
plainly teſtifies, by ſaying; we (ox 
8 ne Ms, up Chrift i in the Shroud 1s 
no Contradiction to Nicudemus s adding 
other Cloths; which Cloths are piouſly re- 


ver'd, as Relicks, at Magſiricbt in Louer 
Germany, at Bezangon i in Burgun: a in 


the City of Tuderta in Portugal. 

% The venerable Bede mentioning further, 
that this Napkin was many Feet in length, 
gives an Account of it, with which we may 
properly, begin the. Hiſtory of. the- ſacred 
Shfoud, in ti following Mahner: The 
GY Napkin. about our Lord's Head, ſays he; 
gel is taken up, ſoon after Bis Reſurrec= 
«tion, by one of the Jewiſh Race, but 
ce of the maſt Chriſtian religious Principles, 
« ho preſerved it with the utmoſt Care 
ct. till his Death. This Man was extreme- 
ge Jy rich; and when he found himſelf 
« - a his End, enquir'd of his two Sons, 


« Which of them would chuſe the Holy 
Ty. wn Napkin 


that 
beir 
abut 


Crec 


Was 


Lord 


(9) | 
* Napkin for his Share? offering the other 
e all the reſt of his large Eſtate. The el- 
ce deſt Son choſe his Father's Treaſures 
© the youngeſt took the Lord's Napkin 
cc for his Portion of the Inheritance. Soon 
after the eldeſt began to waſte his Eſtate, 
«© was reduc'd to Poverty, and even Beg- 
« oary, whilſt the youngeſt increaſed moſt 
% wonderfully in all kinds of worldly 
te Bleflings, in Reward for the Faith he 
« had repos'd in the Treaſure of the 
* Shroud: which remain'd for a long 
« Time in that Family, even down to the 
e third Generation.” 

Thus writes Bede, who liv'd near the 
Time of the Siege of Feruſalem by Titus 
and Veſpaſian; when, as St. Athanaſius tells 
us, the Chriſtians refiding i in that City, be- 
ing adviſed by divine Revelation to retire. 
into the Kingdom of Agrippa, who was a 
Friend of the Romans, in order to avoid 
the Ruin that hung over them, they car- 
ried along with them all the holy Books 
and facred Utenſils belonging to the divine 
Worſhip, amongſt which (fince there was 
that divine and miraculous Image, which 
being ſtab'd by the impious Fews ſhed 
abundance of Blood, as Authors deſervin 
Credit tell us) it is alſo probable that there 
was likewiſe the moſt holy Shroud of the 


Lord, which muſt have been preſery'd by 
B the 


(10) 


the Chriſtians of that Age among their 


Treaſures, as a moſt precious Relick. 
This Removal was made from FJeruſa- 


| lem into Syria: where it muſt Have been 


preſerv'd with the other Effects and holy 
Relicks, until the Time ( as Ezſebius ga- 
thers from Hegeſippus) that the Chriſtians 


and holy Confeffors of the Faith of Chriſt 


return'd again once more to the holy City, 
under the Emperor Trajan, and brought 


the holy Relicks with them; thoſe, more 


eſpecially, which any way concern'd our 
Redeemer's Paſſion, and amongſt them 
the holy Shroud. Hiſtorians alſo write, 
that Nicodemus was a moſt diligent Pre- 
| ſerver of the holy Nails, Spears, Cloths, 
and all other Things that had been em- 
ploy'd in our Lord's Paſſion; and that, 
from the Similitude of Chriſt's Image left 
imprinted on the Shroud, he form d a Fi- 


gure of Chrift, in which he inclos'd a Vial 


fill'd with the Blood of the Lord; which 
Figure, ſcme ſay, is the very ſame that to 
this Day is ſo nobly preſerved at Lucca, a 


City in Taſcany, and fo piouſly rever'd by 


the Pcople there. 


This moſt ſacred Jewel of the holy 


Shroud being then again brought back to 
Jeruſalem, there it remain'd amongſt the 
Treaſures of the Church all the Time from 
{rajan to Heraclitus, who reigned. fix 


hundred 


y_ 5 4 0 0 _ ro 


my 


0 11) 
hundred and fourteen Vears after the Birth 
of Ghrift; and it was ſtill preſerved there, 
even under the Turks, (who were for ſome 


time Maſters of Paleſtine) when, as Bede 


reports, this moſt holy Shroud having 
been thrown into a great Fire, by Majuva 
King of the Saracens, did not burn, but 
riſing up into the Air, as it were of its own 
Accord, it was gently wafted about, till 
letting itſelf down by little and little, it fell 
into the Boſom of a Chriſtian who ſtood 
there, in the Sight of an infinite Number of 
People ; and being thus recovered, it was 
adored with great Reverence, and kiſs'd 
with much Devotion by all the Faithful. 
There it remain'd, not only under the 
Turks, but afterwards through all that happy 
Series of the Kings of Jeruſalem of the Family 
of Lorrain, ſeven whereof ſucceeded each 
other in a direct Line; after which, by 
the Female Line, (the Male Line be- 
coming extinct) the Title to the Kingdom 
of Jeruſalem was transfer d to the Houſe of 
Luſignan, Lords of the Kingdom of Cyprus. 
But this Family being delirous to poſſeſs 
themſelves of Feruſalem, and reſcue it from 
the Tyranny of him who had uſurp'd it 
by the Aſſiſtance of Saladin the Mahometar 
King of Egypt, loſt both their Army and 
the Kingdom; nor would the barbarous 
Tyrant grant any further Favour to the 
2 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians of Jeruſalem, than to ſuffer 
them to depart with their Lives, and car- 


ry no more with them than they could 


bear away on their Shoulders. A ca- 
lamitous and fatal Spectacle! in which 
HFeraclius the Patriarch might have been 
| ſeen, with a long Proceſſion of his Cler- 

oy and People, coming out of the holy 
City, not leſs oppreſt with Tears, than 
loaden with holy Things, and a few com- 
mon Neceflaries, which they carried on 
their Backs: ſome ſeeking Shelter in An- 


tioch and Tyre, and others in Alexandria 


and in S:czly, Amongſt theſe Spoils we 


cannot but believe, and it is the Opinion of 


Writers of good Authority, that one of 
the principal Treaſures which they brought 
out from thence was the Shroud of our 
Redeemer, borne with great Reverence on 
the Head of this holy Churchman, and 
by him plac'd under the Protection of the 
King of Cyprus. This happened one thou- 


ſand and eighty- ſeven Years after our 
Lord's coming, and it continued there till 


about the Year one thouſand four hundred 
and ſixty. 

About this Time a Marriage was con- 
cluded between Anne Siſter of John King 
of Cyprus, and Leis Duke of Sevoy ; and 


another ſcon after between Chearktta of the 


Family of the Palæolegi and Lewis II. 


Pake 


CSP}: | 
Duke of Savoy: at which Time, by a Divine 
Chaſtiſement upon the evil | Chriſtians, the 
Sultan of the Eaſt prevailed againſt them; 
and, being unable to reſiſt his Barbarity 
and Tyranny, many of them, to avoid a 
miſerable Servitude under the Barbarians, 
retired into the Veſt. Amongſt theſe, in 
order to remove more effectually from the 
Diſturbances of War, as Pingonius relates, 
and the ancient Manuſcript Hiſtories of 
the holy Chapel of Chamberry teſtify, there 
was a moſt noble and devout Lady, Mar- 
guerite by Name, a near Relation of the 
above mentioned Dutcheſs Anne ; who in- 
tending to retire into France, arriv'd at 
Chamberry, the Capital of Savoy, with a great 
Attendance of Horſes and Carriages: where 
ſhe was received by the Dutcheſs with all 
the Honours due to her noble Birth, and 
her Virtue was eſteem'd ſtill more meritori- 
ous when that Prin&ſs underſtood that the 
holy Shroud of Chriſt was found amongſt 
the Treaſures ſhe had brought along with 
her ; a Diſcovery of which was made on the 
following Occaſion. Some of the Lady's 
Family, that had the Care of her Wardrobe, 
ſtole away many Things out of Covetouſ- 
neſs, and amongſt others the Shroud, with- 
out knowing what it was; they attempted 
to divide it in the Middle, but became im- 
mediately deprived of the Uſe of their 
„5 Hands; 


(14 ) 

Hands; wherefore, without parting it, one 
of them took it for his Share, and to make 
it whiter and more ſaleable, took great 
Pains to waſh out that divine Effigies of 
dur Saviour which was ſtamp'd on it: 

but the more it was waſh'd and rub'd 
in the Water, it was ſo far from diſappear- 


ing, that it grew every way more ſplendid 


and diſtin, ſtriking him ſuddenly blind 
who us' d it ſo irreligiouſly. Hereupon this 


Dutcheſs, deſirous to keep ſo miraculous a 


Treaſure near her, requeſted it in the moſt 


3 preſſing Manner of her Kinſwoman Mar- 


uerite; but this Lady not conſenting to 
the Requeſt of the Dutcheſs, as being no 
leſs devoted to the holy Relick than her- 
ſelf, purſuing her Journey into France, 
pack'd it up with other Things upon a 
Sumpter Horſe. When God, who had pre- 
deſtin'd it as a Pledge of the Love which 
he bears to the Royal Houſe of Savoy, and 
which in ſo many Centuries as that Houſe 


has reign'd, he has ſo often manifeſted, was 


pleaſed by a new Miracle to compell Mar- 
guerite to make a Preſent of it to her who 
had requeſted it with ſo much Piety : For 
the loaded Beaſt, which was to have gone 
out from Chamberry towards Lyons, could 
neither by turning nor force be made to 
ſtir a Foot forwards. On which Margue- 
rite found herſelf by this Miracle under a 

Neceſſity 
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Neceſſity of obliging the Dutcheſs, by pre- 
ſenting to her the moſt honoured and ve- 
nerable Shroud. A moſt magnificent Cha- 
pel was preſently after erected in the Ducal 
Palace, where the holy Shroud was reli- 
giouſly depoſited and rever'd for many 
many Years, having many reverend Prieſts 
appointed to aſſiſt and officiate perpetually 
before it, under the Juriſdiction of a mitred 
Dean: which Pope Paul II. approving, 
made this Chapel, by his Authority, a 
collegiate Church; and afterwards Sextus 
IV. in one thouſand four hundred and 
eighty, diſtinguiſh'd it by the Name of 
the holy Chapel, Nor was it any Wonder 
that theſe Heads of the Church ſhould ho- 
nour ſuch a precious Relick, at a Time 
when the moſt high God, by unuſual Mi- 
racles, was pleas'd to render it illuſtrious be- 
fore all Mankind, and more than it had 
ever yet been. | 

Amongſt other Miracles was that moſt 
amazing one related by Pingonius, and con- 
firmed by the Teſtimony of all Savoy. On 
the th of December 1 532, a Fire burſt out 
in the holy Chapel about Midnight, nobody 
knew how; the Citizens flew to extinguiſh 
the Flames, and more particularly Philiber- 
tus. Lambertus one of the Duke's Counſellors, 
together with Ferrario Guglielmo Puſſodo, 
and two Franciſcan Fathers, who ruſhing 

thro' 


1 
thro' the Middle of the Fire with an un- 
daunted Mind, broke open the Doors of 
the Chapel, (now already on fire) and the 
Shrine wherein the Shroud was kept. The 
Silver Box which contained it, (the greateſt 
Part whereof was melted by the Heat of 
the Fire,) they ſnatched from the Flames, 
and within it found the Shroud entire. To 
ſo violent a Degree did the Fire increaſe, 


that it conſum'd the very Marbles and 


Pillars; but, notwithſtanding, it bore ſuch 
a Reſpect to the Perſons, who, arm'd with 


Faith and Devotion, paſſed thro' it to de- 


liver the Shroud from its devouring Fury, 
that after they were come out from the 
Midſt of the Flames, they were perſuaded, 
and declared, that whilſt they were in the 
Middle of the Fire, they ſeemed to be 
refrethed (as the Hebrew Children were in 
the Balylonian Furnace) by Dews from 
Heaven ; and this the People that ſtood 
round faw, amongſt whom was Pingonius 
himſelf, who gives his Teſtimony as an 
Eye-witneſs. They opened the Shroud a 
little way from the Place, and found it 
whole and untouched every where round 
the ſacred Figure of our Saviour, a little 
Smoak only remaining in one Corner of it, 
as a Teſtimony of the Miracle. | 

From this and many other Miracles 
which the Lord wrought in Chamberry Dy 


„ 
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the Means of his holy Shroud, and his 
Image impreſt thereon, the Devotion to- 
wards it was ſpread and increaſed thro' all 
Taly and France. Wherefore Clement VII. 
ſent an Apoſtolick Legate, Ludovico Gorre-- 
vod, Cardinal of the holy Church, to ac- 
knowledge it in his Name to be the true 


and genuine Shroud of our Lord Chriſt, 


(which indeed he did) and to honour and 
eſtabliſh it with Privileges as ſuch : which 
Service he then perform'd in the Pope's 
Name by publick Inftruments ; and the 
Pope himſelf did the fame with the Con- 
currence of the ſacred College of Cardinals. 
The People beſides, inflamed with the 
ſame Devotion both in France and Tracy, 
began to vie, as it were, with each other, 
in going in Proceſſion, in great Numbers, 
to pay their Veneration to the holy Shroud; 


eſpecially when they underſtood it would 


be ſhewn to them in a ſolemn Manner. 
But why ſhould I name the People ? Fran- 


cis the moſt potent King of France, went 


from Lyons on Foot, as a Pilgrim, to Cham- 
berry, to viſit and reverence the holy Shroud. 


Charles Duke of Savoy came likewiſe in 
Pilgrimage with all his Court from Vercelli 


to Chamberry, Other Princes and Kings 
have done the ſame, without ſuffering their 
Affairs to hinder them. The Caſe of that 
great Kig Philip II. of Spain, was alſo re- 

£ markable. 
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markable. He wrote to the Duke Emanuel 
Philibertus his Couſin, that though he 
could not come in Perſon to venerate the 


Shroud of the Lord, (which was what he 


moſt earneſtly delir'd) he begg'd of him, 


for the Lord's ſake, that he would permit 
a2 Drawing of it, by ſome excellent Painter, 
to be ſent into Spain, where he would have 
it preſerv'd as a Prototype, with all poſ- 
| ible Reverence. The Duke granted the 
| King's Requeſt : and to obtain the Grace 
of him who was himſelf the Prototype of 
the Painting, I mean Chriſt himſelf, and 
that That might not happen, which had 
already happened to other great me 


who had attempted to draw it, and who had 


repented of their P from ma- 
nifeſt Signs of our Lord's Diſpleaſure, he 
cauſed the Shroud to be expos'd in a pri- 
vate Chapel, ſurrounded by an infinite 
Number of Lamps and Lights; and ordered, 
that whilſt the King's Painter was drawing 
it, bareheaded, and on his Knees, the 
Prayers of forty Hours ſhould be perform- 

ed before it, by ſuch Eccleſiaſticks only as 


were regular and very devout Perſons. And 


thus, by the ſpecial Grace of God, the Fa- 
vour of executing this Performance was 
granted, to the great Joy, not of the Duke 
only, but alfo of the King of Hain: who 
having obtained the Picture, went to meet 
it, 


4 


d 
zit, paid His Adorations to it, and placed 


zit am $ moſt precious Relicks. 
AE Cardinal Carlo. Borromeo of Saint 


: Prafeda rafeda, who was ſtirred up, 1 fir'd by 
* the ame 8 having, to his great 


5414444 


* viſit aud _ the ſacred Shro Ale fer 


t therefore on the 7th of . nn 
= Sparring from, Milan on Foot, with 
teen Perſons, all very honourable, religions, 


and pious Men, amongſt whom Father 


itrnceſe Adorno a Jeſuit, who had been his 
eſſor for a long Time before, was 


1 Theſe Perſons wrote an een of 
that holy Journey in a particular Epiſtle, 
from which I think it my Duty to make a 
- Quotation here, that every one may under- 


ſtand what Piety and Reverence we ſhould 
bear to this holy Shroud, and with what 
Devotion we ſhould go to viſit it, or any 
Portraits or Memorials of it, The Epiſtle 
ſays, that the Cardinal aſſembling the Com- 
panions of his Pilgrimage, gave them to 


2 | under- 


S 


OYE-MEN bay | 


J 
— 


ſacr 
bitter and perfect Coñtrition for, togett 
with an efceſfive Abhorrence of al ll. their 
Sins; reminding them, that they ſhould, 
with e Diligence, direct all their 
Thoughts 

| forementioned Ends, 


% 


1 
underſtand. in brief, that they ſhould have 
two Views i in this holy Viſit ; the firſt, 'of 
| paying a pious and holy Reverence to Fe 
Linnen ; the other, of exciting 


Words, and Actions to the two 


A Bleſſing being a? given in the Pope's 
Name, at that time was Gregory XIII. to 


the Pilgrims with their Staves, they ſet 
| make. 

walking before the Cardinal two by two; 
after him came the Canons of the Metrop 
litan Church of Milan, with many other 
Eccleſiaſticks, devoutly repeating the gradu- 
al Pſalms. When they came to the City 


s$ with much religious Ceremony, 


Gate which is called Vercellina, the Cardi- 


ber of People, 


nal pulling off his Mantle, left himſelf 


only his Caſſock and Rochet under his 
Simarr; and embracing the Canons with 


great Tenderneſs, he gave them the Kiſs 


of Peace, took his Staff and Hat, and began 
his Journey with this his holy Com- 


pany of Pilgrims, beſides an infinite Num- 
fe who did not know how to 
part witn them; and alſo Multitudes that 


Joined them in the Streets, Cities, . and 
| Seats thro' which the holy Cardinal was to 
pals; ſuch ws Nevera, Fercelli, and many 


other 


C2) 
other Places that lay in the Road between 


The Devotion with which this Journey 
was perform'd was very remarkable: the 


other Prieſts alſo celebrated the holy Maſs; 
and, after performing the Services of the 
Prime and Third canonical Hours, they 
began their Journey, obſerving the Rules 
which the Church had preſcrib'd, and 
more particularly to the Clergy; after 


which, two good Hours were ſpent in 
mental Prayers, which were followed by 
the repeating with the ſame Devotion the 
Roſary of the bleſſed Virgin, in ſuch a 
Manner as invigorated the Body as well as 


- the Mind. 545. 5 


The whole Company was divided into 
two Choirs, the one of which preceded, 


and the other followed the Cardinal, and 


to each of them a proper Chanter was ap- 
pointed. So that when one of thoſe that im- 


mediately attended on the Perſon of the Car- 
dinal began to ſing one of the Myſteries of 


the Roſary, pronouncing with a loud Voice 
ſome Sentence of Sc:ripture appropriated to 
the Myſtery on which they were to medi- 


tate, the two Chinters immediately re- 
peated the ſame Seritence, and each com- 


municated it to liis Fellow throughout 

the Company. In the ſame Manner the 

recited alſo the Puter-Nofter and the Ten 
; | Ave- 
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endete, from one to another: And 


the ſame was done by every other My- 


ſtery, with as much Compunction and 


OCompoſure of Temper as could poſſibly be 


deſit d. Fhus they proceeded: for a long 
While, and advanced by flow Steps, repeat- 
mg other. Pſalms, - 1 em ploying them- 
ſolves in other Meditations; "hich they did 
not only by Order of the Cardinal, but as eve- 
ry one was prompted by his-own Devotion. 
When they arriv'd at the Place where 
they were to refreſh themſelves, they went 
directly to the principal Church, where 
they recited the Devotion of the 6th and 
th Hours; from | thence they. retir'd to 
refreſh themſelves with Food, which du- 


ring the whole Journey was only ſuch as 


is injoin'd for Penance in Lent. After _ 
- Repaſt they: return'd to the Church, 
perform Veſpers, and| then they again — 
eeeded on their Jourriey. They employ d a 
_ couple ' of Hours in Meditation, in re- 
Peating the ſeven 'Pfalms,. and ſaying 
their other Prayers in the Manner a- 


bove deſcribed. Whien they came in the 


Evening to the Town where they were 
to lodge, they weint directly to the 
Church and there rec ited Complines; then 
coming to their Lodg ings, after taking a 
| ſlender Supper, they I pent the reſt of their 


Time in religious Con verſation, concerning 
what 
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what they had thought about in the Day 


Time, and in deep Meditations productive 


of noble Sentiments; after which (every 


one having examined His own Confeience): 
taking ho y Water, and receiving tlie Car- 


dinals Benediction, with Inſtructions from 
him on what Subject to employ their Me- 


ditations, they went to repoſe themſelves 


for ſeven Hours. 
The Sentences whereon they were di- 


rected to contemplate the firſt Day, were 


taken from ſuch Places of the Goſpel as 


give an Account of the Lord's travelling 
thro' the Cities, Towns, and Habitations 
of Gallilte, Samaria, and Judba, and N 
ay” 4: m his Journey to Feruſalem. 
The ſecond Day, their — were 
empiey d on the Pilgrimage of the Apoſtles; 


when, being commanded by Chriſt to 


preach the Kingdom of God, they divided 


the World amongſt them for that Purpoſe. 
They alfo contemplated on the Pilgrimage 


of St. Paul, and St. Barnabas, which St. 
Lite deſcribes in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 
On the third Day, it was ſnewn them 
that human Lite is one continual Pilgrimage, 
from the Example' of the ancient Paciarchs, 


who as St. Paul writes, confeſs'd themſelves 


to be Strangers and Pi grins upon the Earth, 
And David writes alſo the ſame Thing of 


himlelf, 


Gaga 


himſelf ; and St. Peter records it of tl 


Chriſtians _ 
The fourth Day, theſe bleſſed Souls be- 


ing near the End of their Journey, pre- 


pared themſelves by ſolemn Meditation for 
the Ceremony wherewith they were to 


honour the ſacred Shroud. They determin- 
ed, in the firſt Place, to reverence it with 
Devotion and Adoration, in as much as it 
had touched the Body of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Remains of his moſt precious Blood 
are impreſs d on it. They choſe then to 
confider the great Love which Chriſt our 
Redeemer bore us, who, for the better im- 
printing it in our Hearts, had ſtam d his 
own Image on the holy Shrond ; 1ereby 
engaging us to deſire, that he would ſtamp, 
in like Manner, the Image of his Divinity 
in us. For which ſame Reaſon alſo it is 
that we receive ſo frequently the moſt holy 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, thereby to 
print his moſt holy Image in our Hearts as 
in another Linen, unleſs ourſelves prevent 
it, by oppoſing our great Coldneſs to that 
fervent Heat of the Divine Fire which ſo 
paſſionately and lively burns in Chriſt, and 
1o clearly ſhines. forth in the Figure, im- 
preſs'd upon the holy Shroud ; concluding 
with a Conſideration of the many and im- 
rtant Favours, which every one, on this 
Occaſion, might preſume to requeſt of 

; the 
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the Divide Majeſty, in the Preſence of ſo 
lively a Memorial of the Paſſion of our 
Lord, the Fountain of all Divine Graces 
and Bleflings. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe with bow 
great Honour the Cardinal was received by 
-the Royal Family of Savoy, by his Couſin 
the Cardinal de Vercelli, by ſuch Numbers 
of other Biſhops and Prelates, Marquiſſes, 
Counts and Barons, together with all the 
Nobility of Piednont and the whole Peo- 
ple of Turin, who could have done no 
more if the moſt holy Pope, or the moſt 
auguſt Emperor had been making his En- 
trance into their City. Much leſs can we 

* expreſs the Satisfaction of Mind and Joy of 
Heart which filled the holy Cardinal * 
his Company, the Compunction which 
they all felt with ſo great Tendernefs at 
the ſo-much-defired Sight of ſuch a noble 
Image; and thoſe Tears that neither the 
Duke, nor the Prince his Son, nor the reſt 
of the Standers-by, could ſee in the Eyes 
of the Cardinal and his Company without 
adding their own; which they ſincerely 
and ſweetly ſhed in the Company of the 
devout Pilgrims, not only at the firſt Un- 
"covering of the holy Shroud, but after- 
Wards every Time that it was ſhewn to 
them, in the Courſe of the Prayers of the 
forty Hours, inſtituted on this Occaſion, 
D BIT and 
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and attended to with great Devotion by a 
wonderful Concourſe of the People of Tu- 
rin, and of all the 5 Parts. 
And the ſame ftill comes gat is at this 
Day on many Occaſions, particular- 
ly on the 4th Day of May, — 16k his Ma- 
jeſty VITTORIO AME DEO, the preſent 
King, continues, to Cuſtom, to 
make a ſolemn and pious Expoſure of it to 
the People, by the Hands of the moſt il- 
Juſtrious and reverend .Archbi/hop of this 
Metropolis, and other ſuffragan and neigh- 
bouring Biſhops, who afſemble on account 
of · this Solemnity ; the Lord, who is the 
Father of all Mercies beſtowing daily many 
and: ſingular Bleflings i in the Preſence of the 
Shroud, both on the Minds and Bodies of 
the devout and pious Spectators. 

Clement VIII. as well as Sixtus V. before 
Hin, confirm'd the Feaſt of the holy 
Shroud on this Day, throughout all the 
Province of Piedmont, and the whole Do- 
minions of his ſacred Majeſty, with.Offices, 
not only ſor that Day, but alſo for it's 
whole Octave : Clement acknowledging in 
his Apoſtolick Brief, that it is indeed the 
holy Shroud of our Lord Jęſus Chriſt. 
Who will not then be moved with the Af. 
fection of his whole Heart towards paying 
Devotion to this Shroud? 


The 
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The Evangelick and ſacred Hiſtories ſuf 


ficiently require this devotion of us, wherein 
the moſt holy Fathers ſo gloriouſly write of 
the Prodigies and Miracles above mentioned, 
by which they are ſo fully fignaliz'd and 


celebrated. The very Senſation or ſacred 


Horror which every one feels, however ob- 
ſtinate a Sinner he be, as often as he comes 
to the Sight of this moſt precious Linen, 
with all the Motives to Repentance that 


then preſent themſelves, if well conſidered, 


cannot poſſibly fail to excite, even in the 


Heart of the moſt harden'd, a cordial Com- 


punction every Time he ſhall behold with 


his Eyes, or in his Mind contemplate this 


moſt holy Sight. 


The firſt Motive of all is, the Mmiracu- 


lous Image of Chriſt, as under his Sufferings 
and dead, which was painted on this Shroud 
with no other Colours but the Blood of 
Chriſt, and the Myrrh and Aloes with 


which the moſt holy Body of the Lord 


was anointed before its Burial : nor by any 


other Pencil than the Members of the faid 


divine Body, which itſelf form'd and drew 
itſelf on the ſacred Linen; and that it 


might ſtill more fully gratify our Sight and 
Devotion, it was not contented to draw one 
fide only of itſelf, but both; that is, the 
Anterior and the Poſterior ; not to ſhew ug 


in the Linen his Face only, as it did to A- 
D 2 garus 


6 
garus King of 'Edeſſa, and to Veronica, by 
forming the holy Countenance on two Nap- 
kins ; but intended that in this miraculous 
Linen, not only the Face and Breaſt, but 
- alſo the Head and Back ſhould be fully 
ſhewn, together with the Hands and Feet, 
the Arms and Legs; and inſhott'the whole 
and perfect Conformation of the Body on 
every fide. Now, if we bear ſo great a 
Reverence and Honour to the Picture of 
our Lord drawn by St. Luke, or to the 
Image of him carv'd by Nicodemus, what 


Worſhip and Veneration ſhould we not 


pay to theſe; two Repreſentations of Chr1/t 
drawn on the holy Shroud by the all-pro- 
ducing Hand of the divine Wiſdom of the 
Son of God? 3 8 


A ſecond Motive is, that the Likeneſs 


of Chriſt figured in the holy Linen, ap- 
pears in that Form, and no other, where- 
in he is moſt deſirous of being known and 
contemplated, viz. in that of his Death and 
Paſſion; and in the very ſame Manner as 
when he ſaid, Viqdete fi eſt dolor ſicut do- 
lor meus, Behold ye if any Sorrow is equal to 
my Sorrow.” And for this Reaſon are repre- 
ſented on theShroud all the Cauſes and Effects 
of his Pains, Paſſion and Death; ſuch as, the 
Punctures of. the Thorns upon his holy Head; 
(amongſt which fifteen are more _—— 
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able than the reſt, ſome - whereof a 

from the Forehead down to the Eye- 
lids, and others on the oppoſite Part 
of the Head; the Wounds made by driv- 
ing the hard N ails through his Hands and 
Feet; that of the Lance that pierced his 
Side ; the Remains of the brutal Spittle on 
his Fate; the livid Marks of the Blows 
over all his Limbs; and above all, the 


Hundreds and Thouſands of moſt cruel 


Strokes of the Scourges, which are diſ- 
covered in this holy and lively Repreſenta- 
tion of the Perſon of Chrift, © d planta pe- 
dis uſque ad verticem ; even from Head tv 
« Fh, being clearly to be ſeen, not only 
on the Breaſt of Chriſt, but on his Shoul- 
ders and Back alſo; not only on the Belly 
and Fote-parts, but on the Ribs and Loins; 
not from the Knees to the Feet only, but 


even on the Calves of the Legs. 


About all the above nam'd Parts the 
Blows and Laſhes appear exceedingly nu- 


merous, large, and painful; with ſome 
croſs d over by others, as plainly as if they 


were but juſt now ſtamp d on the Linen; 
and in ſuch Abundance, that the ſharpeſt 
Eye, examining them with the utmoſt 
Attention, for a long Time, and with the 
moſt convenient Light, could not be cap- 
able of counting them. In ſome Parts too, 


as on the Back, and towards the Loins, 


they 


"Sin, 
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they are in ſuch Numbers, and run one in- 
to another in ſuch a Manner, that they 


ſhew, not only the Fleſh, but even the 


Joints of the Back lacerated: And eſpeci- 
ally three of them, which, as it was re- 


vealed to St. Bernard, occaſioned ſuch ex- 
cCeſſive Pain to our Lord Chriſt, in carrying 


of the Croſs, that it equall'd any he felt 
throughout the whole Courſe of his Paſſion. 
Is it not true then what St. Gregory writes? 
e Pictura ' quaſi. ſeriptura ad memoriam 
« filium Dei reducit, & animum noſtrum, 


% aut de reſurrectione lætiſicat, aut de paſ- 


cc one demulcet. The Picture the Son of 
* God reminds us of him, in the fame Manner 


% as a Writing. would, and either rejoices 
ce our Souls on account of his Refurrefttion, or 

«© abates our Sorrow on account of his Paſ- 
« n. — And if every Part of his Paſ- 


ſion excites ſuch Tendetrneſs in every pious 


Heart, what Sweetneſs of Devotion muſt 
that be, which ariſes from the Repreſenta- 
tation of his whole Paſſion! St. Gregory 
Nicene writes, that paſſing by a Sculpture 
of Jſaac, juſt going to be ſlain by his Fa- 
ther's Sword, he could not refrain from 
weeping: and can any one contemplate 
the Son of God in this Shroud, all bloody, 
-bruis'd and lacerated, without ſhedding in 
Abundance continual and bitter Tears? 


Fo 


a a. tle th bn ib 


OO wm AA of fu Yeo Fo lent food Md » 4 


r 


c dS. it 


I* Y WG 


FE, 
i 


S 


7 


881 


6 
4 


8 » 


» e 

To what then ſhould this excite us? 
To a Conſideration that this Cruelty and 
Inhumanity, exercis'd by the eus and 
Miniſters of Pilate againſt the innocent 
Fleſh of Chriſt, had it's Origin from our 
Sins and Wickedneſſes; for which he, in 
his Paſſion, was ſacrificed as a Victim and 


Burnt- offering. On -Us ſhall be return'd, 
to / our Account ſhall be reckoned this great 
Sin which gave Griſt his Death, as our fo 

| m—_ and great Sins were the Cauſes 
Ot it. | 4+ | | | 


In ͤour Contemplation on the Shroud we 


ſhould therefore pity . Chrift in his Paſſion, 


and alſo bewail our own grievous Tranſ- 
greſſions, not remembering our firſt Falls 


only, but more particularly lamenting our 


Relapſes into them: We ſhould alſo be 
ſenſible, that when the Scripture ſays, 
« Peccata no/tra ipſè pertulit, Himſelf bore 
<< .our Iniquities ;” it ſpeaks indeed of our 
firſt Falling into Sin ; but implies at the 
fame Time our Relapſes and Returns to 
the ſame or greater Exceſſes. The firſt 
Faults we committed gave the firſt Blows 
to Chriſt; but the others which we have 
added to them without number, every 
Time, when as Dogs we have returned to 
our Vomit, and as Swine to the Mire, are 
thoſe which have multiplied the Prickings 
of the Thorns, have increas'd an hundred- 
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fold the Strokes of the Rods and Scourges, 
and have infinitely aggravated his Pains 
and Torments. Ceaſe then to fn, cries the 
Shroud, in which we contemplate Chriſt, 


" who ſuſfer'd without Endl for our Sins. 


The third Motive is, that the holy 


| Shroud has touch d the divine Body of our 


Saviour. Wherefore as other Things 


which have touched it are worthy of all 
Adoration, this holy _ in like man- 


ner deſerves to be ” high rever'd by all. 
And if the Se pulchre _—_ held the Lord's 


Body is reſotabled by St. Ambroſe to the 


ſacred Womb of the Virgin, with how 
much more Reaſon might the Shroud be 


ſo, which immediately covered it, and 


withaut which the Sepulchre itſelf was not 


efteemed worthy to receive it? The Shroud 


touched the Body of the Lord preſently af- 
ter it was taken down from the Croſs ; it 
touch'd it whilſt it was carried- in the 
Arms of Fo/eph's Mother and Nicodemus to 


the Burial ; it even continued to cover it as 


a Mantle, and to incloſe it. as the Ark of 
the Teſtament, for the three Days that 


_ Chriſt repos d in the Sepulchre. But 


what gives it the higheſt Value is, that 


it was the firſt and only Garment which 


he had at the Time of his Reſurrection. 
So that it touch'd him not only when 
dead, and without Soul and Blood ; but it 

| _alfo 
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alſo touch'd him reviving with a Soul, a- 
wakened unto new Life, immortal, uncor- 
corruptible, and every way more reſplen- 
dent in the Morning of his Reſurrection, 
than he had been obſcur'd in the Eclipſe of 
his Paſſion. Whence, it is no Wonder, 
that after Chriſt's Reſurrection, the Shroud 
was found by Peter and Jobn, wrapt up, 
and ſeparate from the other Bundles and 
Sheets which they had folded over it, and 
gather'd by itſelf in a Place of the Se- 


| pulchre of Chri/, apart; as by this Sign the 


Truth of the Reſurrection was maniteſted. 
For after having cloath'd ſo worthy a Body 
and ſo worthy a Perſon as that of Chri/t 
riſen from the Dead, it vouchſafed to let 
itſelf be ſeen, unfolded, and ready to cloath 
afreſh, or again to cover other mortal and 
leſs honoured Bodies than that of Chriſt. 
The fourth Motive, and what greatly 
demands our Devotion and Reverence is, 
not only the Tears of the Virgin Mother, 
with which it was all over, as it were, 
be-pearled, but the moſt holy Blood of our 
Redeemer, wherewith it was chiefly paint- 
ed, as Pope Sextus IV. teſtifies in his Apo- 
ſtolickx Bull. Whilſt therefore we admire 
with Wonder, that the Shroud teſtifies in 
itſelf the Price of our Redemption, the 
Security of Glory, the Pledge of our Sal- 
vation, an Earneſt of ne infinite Love f 
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efus towards our Souls; let us adore. this 

lood, that was the Inſtrument of the 
World's Salvation, the Ruin of the infer- 
nal Dzmon, the Fire of perfect Charity in 
the Hearts of the holy Martyrs, the Origin 
and Fountain of the Sacraments of the holy 


Church and of divine Grace. Let us give 


up ourſelves to this Blood ſhed for us, to 
purify us from the Spots of our Iniquities. 
Let us plunge into this moſt precious Bath: 
Let us pray to this fiery and bloody Altar, 
that it may know it was ſhed-for, and of- 


fers itſelf to us for our good: Let us con- 


template from whence it flows: Let us ſee 
how rich and abundant with it thoſe moſt 
ſacred Veins of the five Wounds are. 
Chriſt alſo offers to us in the Shroud his 
wounded Feet, ſo that kiſſing them we 


may be ſatiated with his moſt holy Blood. 


He ſhews us his wounded Hands, in order 
to inrich us-with the Blood that diſtils from 


them. He turns to us his Side, with the 


Blood guſhing therefrom, to the End that 
by the Wound we may find an Entrance 
to the Heart of Chriſt, and by the Blood 
which it ſheds we may get drunk with di- 
vine Love. He pours down on all Perſons 
2 Shower of his moſt copious Blood, that 
by this watering their Souls may not only 


be cleanſed and waſhed, but drawn to him 
and joined in a perpc:ual Wedlock, fo that 


they 


£4.36.) | 

they may truly think and ſing, 25 
* 2 tu mibi es, A 6 Haan 
« art thou to me. | 

Thus much have we collected in a con- 
ciſe Manner, from grave Authors and an- 
cient Traditions. The Nobleneſs of this 
ſacred Veil has moreover exhauſted the 


moſt devout Geniuſes, as well in celebrat- 


ing its Praiſes, as in admiring the Piety of 
the Royal Houſe af Savoy, which has been 
choſen by Heaven to be a moſt faithful 
Guardian of ſo precious a Treaſure; there- 


by giving us Occaſion, every time we 


breathe, to thank the divine Goodneſs, 
which not only deigned to deliver us from 
the Jaws of Hell with all its Pains and 
Torments, but has alſo left a lively Re- 
3 of ſo many Benefits, that we, 

eing fill'd with a proportionable Gratitude 
for ſuch good Works, may be led to con- 
template the Original in celeſtial Glory. 
Amen. | 


A Prayer 
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e to the moſt N r * of D. 


) God! who 2 P ft wnto us the Marks of thy 
 Paſſin on the holy Linen, in which thy moſt 


2 Body, when taken from, the G9. Was | 


enwrapped by Joſeph ; mercifully grant,. that 
by thy Death and Burial we may be conducted 


7o the Glory of thy Reſurretion ; who liveſt, 
and reigneſt, with God the Father, and the 


holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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